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I n t r o d u c t i o n

I f  one c- l id not al t 'eadt '  recognizc '  i t ,  redac-

tion clit icisrl shon,ecl rt 'hat shotrld have

t rcer r  o t rv io t rs  to  a l l - th . r t  the  Gospe l

rv r i te rs  p la l '  a  c re .a t i r re  ro le  in  shap ing

t l re  thco log ica l  impror t  o i  the i r  nar ra -

t ive.  ; ' lccor-rnts concerning Jesr-rs Chr ist .

Af tc.r  the entrance oi  redarct ion cr i t ic istn

ancl  the emerger lce of  l i ter :ary cr i t ic ism,

Ner,r ,  Testarnent scholars have iocused

u p o n  t h e  n a r r a t i r r e  t e c h n i q r - r e s  o f  t h e

evangel ists.  I - i terar:y cr i t ic ism, also,  has

sirrrpll, Llt-rco\rerL.d lr 'hat is tru11, prescnt

lvithirr the Gospel narrati l 'es, r,r 'hiclr to

olrr shame got bltrrred, distclrted, or e\/ell

los t  to  Chr is t ia r rs  n 'ho  thor - rgh t  tha t  to

r :cad Scr ipt t r re as l i terature c l i r -n in ished

the l l i lr le. Reclisco\/ery oi thc' Bible as l it-

eral t r l rc,  in the harrds oi  Chr ist ians rvho

c r i t i c a l l l ,  e n g a g e  m o d e r n  c r i t i c i s m  o f

the l l i l r le,  r reed not resul t  in t reat ing the

I l i l r le s impi l '  as any other good l i terat t r re.

Right l r ,seelr ,  t l ie Bible is the or: ig inal  that

c lassic I i tc latr-r le has imitatecl .  Scr ipLure's

I i terarl' pa ttern s a nd featr-r res si gn if-icantl 1'
irrf luerrced great l i terary r,t,orks far bevond

merL. qtrotations anc-l a I lusions.

Pass6 is  the  c la im tha t  the  au thor  o f

the second Gospel  " \ \ ,as a c lumsv n'r i ter

t tnn 'o r th ) t  o f  t t re t r t io t r  i t r  an1 '  I i s to r l '

o f  l i te ra t l l re . " l  T 'he  sanre  is  t rue  o f  the .

rrot iorr  that  lv{ark was theological l ; '  ar t -

less. Mark's Cospel, iormerly passecl over'

becatrse its cortttrrts l.r 'ere assurtrecl to be

incorporated into the larser Gospels of

,-1. B. Curtedat,

lv lat thei . r '  ant l  I -uke, has taken pr ior i ty

in conternporary sclrolarshipr.  Ear '11'  l i ter-

f l r1z nt- , .1 source cr i t ics assignecl  pr ior i ty

to Mark as the f i rst  of  the iour Clospels.

More  recent l l '  t l re  p rogramura t ic  n 'o r l<

of Rl-roads and lv{ ichie has siverr  f resh

i r t rpe tus  to  the  s tudy  o f  Mark 's  Gospe l

arrc l  to al l  the Gospels,  an impetus that

has endured for tr,r 'o clecades.r Generall l ' ,

their r,r 'ork corrtinues to stirnulate interest

irr rearding each of the Cospels as stor\/.

In  par t i cu la r ,  they ,  L ) ro \ / i r le  g t r i r lance

corrcerning Mark's narratirre patterns and

stor1,-1glI i n6; techniques.

An atomistic reading of lvlark's Cospel,

or  an\r  of  the Gospels,  g ives the impres-

sion that the stor l ' l ine corrs ists of  "a ser ies

o f  d i s p a r a t e  e p i s o d e s  s t r : u n g  t o s g t h s l

l ike c l is t inct  beads on a str ing othcnr, ise

ur lcol ' lnected to each other." l  A hol ist ic

reading, horvel'er, yielcls recognition of a

storl, l ine that irrtegrates each eprisode into

a vvhole by n'a1, ol a cotlplex varietl '  t l i

storl-tel I i ng tecl-rn icllles. Mar k g ives st ru c-

t t r re to his story t ry rcpeat ing rvorr ls and

plrrases for l i terar l ,  e i fect  and theologi-

cal significallce. I-le. trses ioresharion'ing

and ref lect ion.  Rectr l rence of  colnpa r  able

sett ings ar lc i  events assists readers tc l  see

and tcl hear the me.ssage that escapes the
' fn 'e lve 

l t 'hclse v is ion anr l  l rear iug are

ir-npaired. lv la lk f recluent l l '  n ' raps one

ep isode arounc l  another  by  te l l ing  t l re

beginrr ing of  orre episode on11, to inter-

rupt i t  rv i th another anc- l  therr  to re. t t r rn
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to f in ish the f i rst .a By so doing, Mark not

on ly  s ig r ra ls  fo r  reac le rs  a  rc ' la t ionsh ip

betn,een the trvo storics, but by n'rapPilrg

orre episode arot tncl  atr t t ther,  h is arrange-

ment of the ttvcl episttdes nrakes ar point

that clne episode aloue n,oulc-l rrot sigrrify.

Another of lviark's fc'atures is chiasnl or
"episodes itt a concetrtric pattertt," sttcl-t

as ir-r 2:7-3:6n,ith the A-B-C-81-A1 1-rattern.5

Nur - r re ro t ts  s t t rd ies  shot t t  tha t  ch ias t l r

occrrrs at  tnt t l t ip le levels i r - r  Mark 's Cos-

pel ,  f rom the text 's st t ra l lest  level ,  st tch

as sl-rort  proverbial  statc ' t r le l l ts ,  tc l  the

ent i rc '  text ,  i t rc lucl ing the u 'hole Cclspel

nar lat ive.6 Yet,  t l ie complexi ty oi  Mark 's

n a rrat i rre a rra lt g€tlttetrt 1r i sl Ll s tlu llltlroll s,

i i  r-rot cot'npeting, irrterpt'etit 'r '  structttral

arrangernents of  several  chiasms n' i th i l r

a large cl-riasm. Sonre arc c'latrorate u'hile

r l t  hers are t r tor ' lest .7

Wli i le readir tg Dorrald H. Jtrel 's  A Mns-

tt'r rtf SLff7.tvi5s,l first etlcottntr:recl tl-re sr-rg-

gestiorr t l-rirt N{ark envelolres his Cospcl

narrat ivc r t ' i th arr  incl t ts io.E l le cal ls at te l r -

t iorr to rt,hat i had Lealc'l ntttrterolls t it les

rvithottt proper attention, t l 'rat N4ark tlsL's

schiza once at eit l-rer encl of his Gospe'I, it-t

1:10 and 15:38. He notes, "The imagcs form

arr incltrsio: A patten-r t l-rat t-regins here

at ]e.sns' baptism eucls tvith his t1c'ath."q

Juel contittttes, 
"Whetl the heavel-Is are

torrl, the Spirit euters Jestrs and a hcavely

[s ic]  r 'o ice addresses hinr as 'sol l . '  At  the

rnomerrt of his rleath, he 'breatl-red otrt his

spirit '  (75:37, au. trans.); the temple cttrtain

tears; atrcl a cettt ltr ion-16[ God.-r-nakes

a declaration alrottt Jestts' stlnship."lf '

Juel stirred mf irnagirration b1' observ-

irrg, "Reflection strggests that the relation-

ship Lretrveen both ends of the irrclttsio are

corlplex, not simple, atrd urerit fult irer:

stud1,."ll F{is o\vl1 \\'ork, hc)tvever, sir-rrpl1'

touches Ltporl this complexity rt 'hile chal-

lenging reaclers tcl advance the studl'. l in'o

e-ar l ier  s l - ror t  st t td ic-s that  cal l l  at ter l t ior- t

to Mark's aPfrarerit lf i l-t1.t-ri iorral use of

schizl in troth 1:10 arrcl 
'15:38 

to fortn atr

i r rc lusio 1, ie ld more insights.r l  Lane's c las-

sic str-rc ly of  Mark provocat ivel) '  cal ls for

these str.rc-l ies lr1' observiug, 
"lt is prolralrly

significarrt that in the pre.f;rce to the Cos-

prt' l  there is ar rerrding of t lte' skl ' and the

proclat-uatiotr t l-rat Jesus is the divinc' Sotr

(Ch. l: '11) to u'hiclt col'respolrd the- retrcl-

ing ot'the ten-rple veil and the' confessiotr

that  Jestrs is Sotr  of  God i r l  Ch. 15:38i ."r3

l 'his essay seeks to fi l l  ottt l-atre's pithl '

bu t u nc-l evel opccl cont nteut cotrcern i tr g the

narrat ive and theological  s igni t ' icance oi

lvlark's inclr,rsio.

The Li terary Complexi ty of  Mark 's

Inc lus io

Van lc'rsel f incls the trvo etrds of Mark's

Gospel cotlne'cted lt) '  r 'r 'a)' t l f s)'nrbcll ic

r e p r e s e n t a t i o u ,  l i r r k i t - t g  " d c s e r t "  a n d
"tonllr." I 4 S om e schol a rs agree, iclett ti f 1r i rlg

1:2-73 and 15:42-16:8 as Malk 's i t rc l t ts io,

t reat ing 1:1 as a t i t le.r5 The paral le ls thel '

iderrtify, ltc' l tt et'er, are pritnarily cotlceP-

tua l  assc- rc ia t ions  tha t  depenc l  heav i l y

upon an intelpret i t re.  lerrel  o l ' readi t rg the

tcxt t l-rat adr-r-rittedly mol'es be1u6116 r'r 'hat

t h e '  t e x t  i t s e l f  s a y s . l 6  C a l e l t r l  r e a d i n g

shon,s that stronger verbal l inkages occllr

bc ' t r t 'eer1 1:1-13 and 15:33-39. Pr:omirrerr t

catchu,ords in these trt 'o pericoPes stlg-

gest that these ttvo portions form Mark's

i r rc l t rs io ,  fea tu l ing  Jes l ts '  bapr t i sm and

cruci f ix io l l  as art() i r r t ing and err throne-

ntent respectirrely.

With van Iersel or lVail is, one rnight

c 'xpec t  to  f i r rd  Mark 's  "booke l lds"  o r

inc l r . rs io  in  l :1 -13  ar rd  a  cor respond ing

portion at the end itr 15:40-16:8. I-lort 'ever,

upon reaclirrg these portiot-ts, oue does uot

find man)' r 'erbal l inkages Lretr'r 'eetr t l-re

tu,o. Or-ie fir 'rds Mark's merrtiotr of John's
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camel  ha i r  sarment  (1 :6 )  and the  y r )ung

man's robe (16:5).17 Th.'rugh lvlark's nrerl-

t i o n  o f  c l o t l r i n g  i s  a d n r i t t e d l y  u n u s u a l

arrc- t  s igni f icant r , r . i th i r r  eaclr  of  the t r , r 'o

passages, stronger rrer l ra l  l inkage of '  the

rv i l c le l r ress  a l rd  to rnb  se t t ings  l r 'ou ld

I tave nrade the connect iorr  unmistakatr le.

A clearer l in l< nr ight  be t l - re expl ic i t  n len-

tion of Jestrs' movenlelrts, irr the openine

scene " f ron- r  Nazare th  o f  Ga l i lee"  (1 :9 )

ancl at the tornb "the NazArelte" is going
" into Gal i lee" (16:7).  Yet,  there is l i t t le in

15:40-16:8 that  comme.nds this port ior l  as

the clostrre of the inclr-rsio. In fact, Mark's

s t o r l '  r e s i s t s  c l o s u r e  a t  1 6 : 8 .  I n s t e a c l ,
"N{ark's Gosprel eucls lvith Lroth hope ancl

disarppointnrent." ls lhe f inal  t \ t ,o vel 'ses

e-rrd the narratir.e by sr-rstainirrg terrsiclrrs

of the storl ' , tension "betr,r 'eerr Lrl ir-rdness

and insight,  conccalrnent ; rnd openness,

si lence ancl  proclanrat ion.  The terrs ion is

tlclt re.solr.ecl."I9

Thtrs,  lack oi  str :orrg verbal  l rnkages

rvi th 1 : l -13 ancl  lack oi  c losure to thc.  story

in the resurrect ion narrat ive (15:40-16:8)

is  less  t l ran  sa t is fy i r rg .  The cnrc i f i x ion

per icope i r r  15:33-39 is more. pront is ing as

the clclsing r-nenrber oi the inch.rsicl Lregun

in 1:1-13, for  here onc discovers a c luster

oi rectrrring terrls, expressions, cognates,

and assoc ia te  ideas  tha t  r ra tu ra l l t '  l i nk

rvi th l :1-13. Motyer note.s a c l t rster ing oi

rnot i fs that  occtrr  in Mark's accourr t  at

botl 'r Jestrs' baptism (1:9-11) arrci lr is death

(15 :36-39)  i r rc lud ing  (1 )  c lec la ra t ion  tha t

Jesr-rs is the Son of  God (at  bapt isnr,  God's

voice; at death, the centurion); (2) a tearing

of the sky' nt-,.1 oi tfue curtain; (3) desce't

o[ the Spirit arrrc] t lesccnt of the tear in the

ctrrtain (from top to L-rottonr); (4) Eli jah is

s),mbol ical ly present (at  bapt isnr,  i r r  John;

at cleath, in the nrockirrg of the people);

arrc l  (5)  recept ion of  the Spir i t  (ptu, t tn.rr) 'at

bapt ism anc l  depar tu re  o i  Chr is t ' s  sp i r i t

at cleatlr (ercpneusen, 75:37, 39), sigrrif ierl

rt, i t l-r the double use of the. noun's cognate

Greek verb as a euphr.nrisrn.2(' t)o these

exhar.rst  the verbal  l inkage.s be.trveen the

tn o [-rortions? Jtrxtaposing the tert of both

Lrort iorrs holds pronr ise for  i r lent i iy ing

nrore l inks.

81, l31, ing the t rvo passages sic le b1,side,

e\/en in English (but tretter in Greek), LrtL,

el iscovers seve.rel l  catc l rn 'ords ancl  svrr-

or1\'nr phrases tlrat l irrk the tu'o pt.r ' icope s

as shou'n in lable 1.

V Iark 's  nar ra t i ve  o i  f  esus '  l - rap t isn ' r

foreslrador,r 's  the crr-rc i f ix ion narrat ive

Table I

Catchwords and Synonym Phrases that  Form the Inclusio

M a r k  1 : l - 1 3 Mark 15:33-41

l : l Son of  God l 5 : 3 9 Son of  God

l : 2 a votce cnes out I  5 :34 Jesus cried out with a loud voice.

l : 1 0 heavens torn open l 5 : 3  8 temple curtain torn open in frvo

l :  l 0 Spirit descending into him l 5 : 37 ,39 he yielded his spirit

l : 1 0 descending l  -5:38 from top to bottom

l : l  I a voice came fiom heaven l5:31 Jesus released a loud voice

l : l  I a voice canre f rom heayen l 5 : 33 darkness canre upon the earth

l : 1 3 he was with the wild animals l 5 : 3 9 Ithe centurion] who stood by in hostil ity to him

l : 1 3 [angels]  were minister ing to h inr l 5 : 40 [women] were minister ing to h im
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r,r ' i t l-r c;rtchr'r 'ords and s)'nolr) 'nr phrases.

B o t ] r  p r o r t i o r r s  o f  t h e  i r t c l u s i o  i n c l t r d e

clear ai f i rmat iorr  of  Jestrs '  i r lerr t i t r , '  l rut  in

rLr\/erse orc1L.r. The evangelist tregins tl-re

stor'\, abclut Jesr,rs r,r, ith the titular t-leclara-

tiorr, "The begirrr-rirrg of the gospel of Jr-stts

Clrr ist ,  the Sor t t iGod" ( l :1) .  The surpr is ing

Gentile centtrriort 's cr-lr iessiotl, "Tr r-rlt '  this

n-ran \\r;rs t l 're Sorr o.i God" (15:39), brir-rgs

the evangel ist 's  nart 'at ive to atr  i ror-r ic c l i -

mar.l l This irorr), is lr) '  design, for Marrk

terl ls hou' Jeslts, throughotrt his utitr istl 'r, ' ,

reveals himse' l f  r , t , i th vei lcc- l  specch ancl

action to e1,es that see but clo trclt prr'rccive

and to ears that hear L-rut do t-toi ttuder-

star-rd. Nclr,rl jesus' f inal act upolt the cross

irorr ical l t r  t r r t r .e i ls  l - r is  t rue iderr t i t l ,  as Sor l

o.f Cod, not to orre of his follor,t'ers Lrttt tt.r

his c'xectrtiorrer tvltose cotrie'ssic-lrl corttes

in response to the n ' lanner of  Jestrs 'c leath.

Because Jesr-rs ) , ie lc1s his spir i t  o i  h is t t r t 'u

r.olit iorr, url,eil irrg his iclentit) ' , he sl 'reaths

the executiorter's s\r 'ot'c1. 131' his deatlt l ie

elicits f lom his enetny n,hat nolte of his

fol lon'ers cor l fessecl :  "Trt t ly  t l - r is  r lan

rt'as the Son of Goc1."21 So, as Mark's storl '

l - 'egins i t  a lso ends lv i th a plain af f i r :nra-

tion of Jesus' identit l ' ,  but ironicall l, i t 'ntrr

an ur-rl i  kel), character.2l

Upon the cross ar-rd rt, ith a lotrd uoice

Jesus cr ies out in the darkness that l - ras

con' le Llpon hirn (15:311).  "M) '  CJocl !  My

Goc i !  Why har .e  1 '611 fo rsake l t  l rL '? "

punctr-rates n ' i th lanrerr t  the stor l '  that

Lregins tvith auttther rtt ' t ict: cl '1ri1-'t otrt btrt

irr the rvilderrress, "Pt'epare thc' tvit l '  of

the t -ord;  malce straight paths for  h i t 'u"

(1 :3 ) .  I sa iah 's  "h ighn,av  fo r  the  Lord"

reaches its zer-rith in tl-re r-rr-rcit lxiotr rt ' i th

Jestrs '  cr \ / i r1g ot t t ,  forsaketr  b\ '  h is Father

r,r ' lrose uoit:e oi approbation he heard in

the u'i lderness r,r 'hen he rvas l-raptizecl,
"YoLl are ri- ly Sorr, the Lrelclved t-ltre; it ' t

yotr  I  am r,r 'e l l  p leased" (1:10-11).  I r r  the

n' i lderness Jestts is blessed b1, the voice

t l rat  conrcs . f t 'ot t t  l te i l l ,e n,  speaking Cocl 's

Worcl  of  anoint ing to hir l  f rom Psalm 2:Z

11 rcrlzsl 1'rsalt-r-r (cf. Isa 42:1;2 Sam T:il4; Cen

)) '2,72, l6) .  On the cross,  l teat 'en's s i lence

acconrpanies hc'ar/-\, darktress that contes

ttL)on tlrc rplrctlt tnrtlr, renriniscernt oi Ccld's

juclgn-rent of  darkness that came upon the

rr 'hole land of  Eg),Lrt  (Exoci  10:21-23). lesus

cries alour-l his lamerrt oi abatrc-lotrtrteut,

qtrotirrg Psalrn 2a:7, in thc rniclc-l lc of the

da1'  rv l ten the st tn ordinar i l r , ,  shines. In

kee'pirrg n ' i th Mark's al lusive ref 'erence

to Scr iptnre,  c larkness at  the s ixth hotrr '

ot  the da1'  15 Cod's eschatological  judg-

ment, as in Amos 8:t "Ancl orr t l 'rat duy,'

declare.s the l-orcl Goq'I r,r ' i l1 make the sttn

go don,r-r  at  noon and darken the earth in

Lrr oac-l cl a1,l 1 t1-',."'
N , [a rk 's  nar ra t i r .e  d ra \ \ ' s  a  cout ras t

l-retr,r 'een Jesus' baptisnr aucl crucifixion

u,hi le at  the san-re t ime l inking the t r t 'o

itrsepraratrl) '  fot l1tttuaI intc'rpretatio1. At

his Lraptism Jesus lte'ars the hcavetllz 1261.u

of approbatiorr (lr4ark l:11). At his crucifix-

ion hear.err is silent and cotters Jesus u'it l-r

t l ie darkness of  judgnrent (15:33).  At  h is

Lraptism in the u'i lclelness the z,oice .fronr
Irent,ert speaks approval to Jestrs, evidently

for hinr alone, for there is no t-nentiotr oi

ot l - rers hear ing (1:11; cf .  Mat i  3:17; Ltrke

3:22). At his cnrcif ixiotl, Jesus' r,tt ice ft 'ortt
t 'nrtlr speaks lamerrt to God, directecl to

hirn alorre, Lrut b)rstarrder"s hear n'ithout

ur rc le rs ta r - r r l ing  and mock  h iu r  (15 :35) .

ln the r t , i lc lerness Jesus exper ierrces the

aLriding presence of Goc-l Lr-1, 1n'uy of angels

ivho rr i r r i  s t tn '  t t t  hhn (Mark 1:13).  At  l i is  cru-

ci ii x ion Jesus tr nd ergoes a Lrandont-rren t Lry

God, by atlge'ls, by l-ris follor'r'ers, and evel-l

by rvonren rvho r,\/el 'e faithful tt^t trt irristet'

to l r i tn jn Gal i lee (15:40).  Jest ts '  euuotutce-

merrt of his Cod-appointerl nrissiotr comes

to pass-"The Son of  Mrrtr  d id rrot  come

nc)
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